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Dora Holzhandler       Amy Drucker  

Jewish Family in the Snow   For He had Great Possessions 

Oil on board 1993         Oil on canvas 1932 

 

CONTENT AND IDEAS 

 

What first strikes you when you look at these pictures? What can you see in them?  Where 

are they set? 

• Both paintings show a family group with a father, mother and children.  

• In Holzhandler’s picture, the family is standing on a stony path in the snow with a row of houses 

behind them. 

• In Drucker’s picture the family are in a market street in a town at night. 

 

Activity 

Look at the picture for a minute or so. Then turn away and try to describe what you have seen. 

 

What do you think is happening in each picture? 

 

What similarities are there between the two pictures?  

• Both scenes are set outside.  

• The mothers are both holding a baby. 

• The babies are both well wrapped up. 

• Everyone is wearing a hat. 

• The fathers and sons are both wearing scarves and heavy overcoats. 

• The weather is cold (everyone is wearing coats, hats and scarves). 

• Both pictures have buildings in the background. 

• Both families are walking. 

 

How do the artists show you the relationships in the families? 

• Both artists have depicted the families having a close relationship. 
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In Holzhandler’s picture: 

• The family stand close together.  

• The father has his hand out protectively over his son’s head.  

• The boy’s pose copies his father’s and looks as if he is holding on to 

his father’s coat with his other hand.  

• The baby is positioned snugly between the mother and father. 

• The mother leans her head tenderly over the baby and towards the 

father.  

• The father and son are dressed in similar black coats and blue 

scarves.  

• The mother’s head scarf is also the same linking blue. 

 

In Drucker’s picture: 

• The family huddles together, their bodies connected and 

overlapping.  

• The baby’s hand reaches up to the mother’s face and she leans 

down towards its face.   

• The girl leans against her father and her brother in the cap looks 

across at her.  

• The child in the bobble cap leans on the pram and looks towards 

the father.  

• Put your hand over the child in the bobble hat. Notice how without him, the family does not seem 

as much of a whole.  

• The mother’s hat, the father’s red scarf, the daughter’s red coat and hat and the baby’s red jumper 

help add a feeling of unity. 

 

Activity 

Sketch the shapes of each family to show how the people are connected. 

 

• What do the family’s poses and the look on their faces tell you about the way they are 

feeling? 

In Holzhandler’s picture: 

• The family all stand upright with their feet pointing in the same direction – suggesting that they are 

out on a winter’s day walk.  

• The diagonal path helps give a suggestion of movement.  

• All of the family are smiling, as if they are enjoying themselves. 

 

In Drucker’s picture:  

• The man’s head hangs down, his shoulders are hunched and his eyes are closed, as if he is tired 

and perhaps in despair.  

• His daughter is slumped up against him, also with her eyes closed, as if tired out.  

• The baby in the pram is curled up fast asleep.  
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• Only the baby and the boy in the bobble hat seem animated and with any energy.  

• This family do not seem to be out for pleasure. They completely ignore all the hustle and bustle on 

the other side of the street, wrapped up in themselves. 

 

Activities 

• How does Drucker’s painting make you feel?  

Ask children to write down a sentence to describes how Drucker’s painting makes them feel and 

then read these out. How similar or different are their sentences? If similar, discuss how the artist 

has evoked that feeling. 

 

• Tell the story 

Ask children to create a story about the family. Where have they come from and where they are 

going? Why are they all out together so late? Why does the father look the way he does? 

 

• Why do you think Drucker called her painting For He Had Great Possessions’?  

What do think his possessions were and what are they now? 

 

FORM AND COMPOSITION 

 
How have the artists positioned the family in the picture space? 

In Holzhandler’s picture: 

• The family is in the centre and near the foreground of Holzhandler’s picture 

• A tree on either side helps to frame them. Notice that the trees are not shown in 

realistic proportion to the people.  

• The space behind the people is flat, giving no suggestion as to how near or far 

away the houses are.  

• The inclusion of the houses, however, gives a context to the family.  

 

In Drucker’s picture: 

• The family is so close in the foreground that only the top halves of their bodies are visible. This 

makes the viewer really feel part of the scene.  

• The mother and father fill the left-hand side of the picture, obscuring the far side of the street from 

the viewer  

• However, the viewer can see across the pram on the right-hand side of the picture to the other 

side of the road, which seems a chasm away (both visually and psychologically), as if the family is 

totally separate from the hustle and bustle of the market street and the light and warmth of the 

building interiors.   

• Notice that all the figures, apart from the family, are only shown in outline or silhouette to suggest 

the anonymity of a crowd rather than showing individuals with features. 
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Do you think the family in Holzhandler’s picture lives in one of these houses?  

If so, what clues might tell you which one? 

• Might the family live in the white house on the right?  

• One clue is that it has two trees framing it echoing the shape of the two trees that frame the family.  

• The white house also glows more than the other houses`. 

 

What are the main colours used in each painting? Why did the artist use this range of 

colours? 

• Colours can suggest different moods as well as temperatures. Blues and greys are called cool 

colours because they create a chilly feel.  

• Holzhandler made her picture feel very cold and wintry by showing a large expanse of white 

ground, and a gloomy grey sky dabbed with white snowflakes.  

• The trees in the background are also laden with dabs of white. 

• The leafless trees in the foreground are very dark.  

• By contrast the pink glow around the buildings in the background suggest warmth inside them.  

• The colours of the family’s clothes contrast strongly against the background, helping them stand 

out. 

 

• Drucker uses a far narrower range of colours – mainly browns, reds, oranges and yellows.  

• The scene is lit by the glow from the row of lamps inside the café/pub and the lit shop windows, 

which give a sense of warmth and welcome inside, in contrast to the dark outside.  

• Notice all the highlights  – on the baby’s cheeks, the flowers on the woman’s hat, the man’s nose, 

lips and chin, the girl’s hat, hair and shoulders; the baby in the pram and the face of the child in the 

bobble hat – to help the people stand out.  

• The bright green, orange and yellows of the produce on the street stall and on the ground add a 

splash of freshness and bring nature to the man-made hardness of the buildings and road. 

 

Activity 

Don’t draw the scene, but show with blocks of colour the areas of light and shade in Drucker’s 

painting. 

 

Does the choice of colours suit the works? If you had created these paintings, what colours 

would you have used?  

 
MATERIALS AND TECHNIQUES 

 

What medium are the pictures painted in? 

• Both pictures were painted in oil paint. Holzhandler painted on board.  

• If you look closely you can see its texture showing through where the paint is thin.  
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How does the way the two artists painted differ? 

• Holzhandler painted with blocks of background colours and then added details, such as the 

stones on the path, the brickwork, windows and doors of the houses and the people’s faces and 

features with grey or black lines.  

• Drucker uses different shades of colour and highlights to give definition to the buildings and 

people. 

 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

 

Dora Holzhandler 

Dora Holzhandler was born in Paris in 1928 of émigré Jewish/Polish parents. The collapse of her 

father’s business forced her into care with a Catholic family in Normandy for six years, before her 

family re-grouped and moved to London in 1934. Her family survived the Second World War in 

England, but much of her extended family perished at Auschwitz. Holzhandler returned to Paris in 

1946 to study at the Sorbonne. In 1948, she settled permanently in England and became a student 

at the Anglo-French Art Centre in St John’s Wood, London, where she met and married George 

Swinford, a fellow student, and settled in Hampstead. She has exhibited in London, Bath, Paris and 

New York. 

 

Dora’s work focuses on particular themes such as self-portraits, mother and child, religious imagery, 

lovers and landscapes. It is influenced by her belief in both Jewish and Buddhist religions and 

incorporates mystical and religious symbolism in a recognizably naïve style. 

 
Other examples of works by Dora Holzhandler in the Ben Uri collection  

Group of Jews: The Minyan, 2000 

Oil on canvas  

39.5 x 50 cm 

 

My Grandfather in Auschwitz, 1962 

Signed and dated 

Oil on canvas  

124.5 x 102 cm 

 

Dora Holzhandler 

Mother and Children in Holland Park 

Oil on canvas 

61 x 122 cm 

 

Amy Drucker 

Amy Drucker was born in London in 1873. She studied in Lambeth and had a studio in Bloomsbury. 

She travelled widely in the Far East. South America and in Abyssinia and spent some months in 

Palestine, in 1920. 
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Other examples of works by Amy Drucker in the Ben Uri collection  

In the pack:  

For He Had Great Possessions 

Signed and dated 1932 

Oil on canvas  

49 x 60 cm 

 

Other examples in the collection:  

The Village of Dor, Palestine 

Signed 

Mixed media  

18.5 x 28.5 cm 

  

Portrait of a Man with a White Neckscarf  

Signed  

Lithograph  

44.5 x 32.5 cm 
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